
 

Charalambos Nicolaou 
Ted Arto, Inc. 
harry@cinemartcinemas.com 
(646) 592-5833 
28th May 2020 
 

RE: JUNE 8TH DCA/SLA MEETING - 78-80 EAST 4TH STREET - OP EXTENSION 

 

Dear Community Board 3, 

 

I understand the potential challenges of a Zoom meeting and thought a letter may help. 

I am requesting an extension of my license to include the cellar as the existing space was not 

sufficient for the needs of the business. 

 

As you imagine, COVID-19 has posed some big challenges in the opening of my business. 

Despite being weeks away from opening before this pandemic, I was not able to qualify for any 

governmental aid, and no bank is willing to give a loan to a business in the hospitality industry. 

Unfortunately, the landlord was also not able to assist me with the rent, lacking any flexibility 

because of property taxes. However, the landlord did offer me the additional space in the cellar. 

This additional space is crucial in this time where restaurants and other places of assembly will 

be operating with limited capacity for the foreseeable future. I have already invested all my 

savings in this business and the additional space is my only hope to keep the business afloat in 

these uncertain times. In addition to that, the cellar can also work nicely for our method of 

operation and can also be beneficial to our neighbors. 

 

Rainbow Inn will be a full service, Farm to Table restaurant. I have partnered with a young 

restaurateur (bio attached) who owns some of the most popular restaurants in Europe, one of 

which has 3 Michelin stars. We are working with a young chef who also currently works at a 

Michelin star restaurant, and will be offering carefully sourced, fresh, farm-to-table food. The first 

floor will be a full-time dining area, while the cellar will offer both dining and film. This allows the 

restaurant to continue operating without interruption while a film or film-related event is in 

session. We plan on screening classic, independent, and art films, hosting film related events 

such as Q&A’s, Meet & Greet’s, film premieres, panel and discussions, as well as hosting 

exhibitions for up and coming artists. 

 

Through my experience in the film industry I see more and more artists lose the ability to 

interact with each other and with audiences. Everything is moving online, and while there are 

benefits to this movement, I also recognize the life and creativity that the human aspect of film, 

and generally art, inspire. My goal is to house this aspect of the arts in our neighborhood. We 

have partnered with festivals such as the Manhattan Film Festival, New York Shorts, Wildlife 

Conservation, African Diaspora, KINO, Socially Relevant, Workers Unite, and artists such as the 

Schnabels, Abel Ferrara, and Willem Dafoe. Our theater at 22 E 12th Street, Cinema Village, 

has been named a neighborhood institution for preserving and promoting the culture of the 

Village. And a film about my father’s story premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival and was 

featured at MoMA last year; a story of an immigrant who fell in love with New York and through 

mailto:harry@cinemartcinemas.com


 

his humble beginnings and American dream is preserving its legacy. I want to capture the 

essence of that. To preserve and promote the character of the Village and its many artists, as 

well as artists from all around the world. To be a home to artists and friends of the arts. 

 

In consideration to and to the benefit of my neighbors, we will host anything film related only in 

the cellar, located 24 steps below grid, and below commercial space, with existing 

soundproofing in place. We will also move all TV’s to the cellar. Any DJ’s will only be in the 

cellar. The ground floor, located directly below residential apartments will only serve dining 

patrons and will only have ambient music. In order to alleviate potential noise from patrons 

waiting outside we have designated a waiting area in the cellar. The small one person bar in the 

cellar will service the waiting area but will mainly act as back up when films are in session and 

the main bar cannot be fully operational, and will also be a final prep station for food coming 

from upstairs. Furthermore, we will stop serving on the ground floor at 1 am and will use the 

floor as a waiting area to limit the amount of people outside during the late hours of the night. 

Only the kitchen and necessary back of house operation will continue on the ground floor. I 

have discussed all of these ideas with my neighbors and my plans for both the ground floor and 

cellar and they are on board. 

 

I am asking for an extension of the premises with no changes to the stipulations except if 

possible: 

1) Change to hours of operation 

from Mon to Fri 2pm-4am; Sat & Sun 12pm-4am  

to Mon to Fri 12pm-4am; Sat & Sun 11am-4am 

In order to be able to serve lunch on weekdays and brunch on the weekends. 

2) Install cinema type sound system in the cellar to be able to play films as they were 

intended. 

 

 

Even though small businesses are suffering I am optimistic that this opportunity will help me 

survive. I have put everything I have got into this business and I am determined to make my 

dream a reality.  Thank you for your consideration! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Charalambos Nicolaou        

 

Note: Rainbow Inn was the original name of the space. Attached is an old 1936-39 photo with a 

4 story sign on the building, reading “Rainbow Inn”. 
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NOISE & TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 

 

 

- Sidewalk café will only be used for dining patrons and will have 5 tables and 14 chairs.  

- There will be proper signage and personnel to ensure there is no loitering and loud 

behavior 

- Patrons exiting the premises will be guided to 2nd Avenue.  

- No smoking will be allowed on the front of premises. 

- Personnel will direct patrons to a designated drop off/pick up spot located on the corner 

of 4th Street and 2nd Avenue where no parking is allowed. 

 

In order to minimize potential noise and minimize the number of patrons waiting in the street, 

the first floor of the restaurant will stop serving at 1am and will act as a waiting area. 

 

An acoustical ceiling designed by the sound engineer; Al Fierstein is being installed. 

In concern to fire safety, the cellar will have 3 exits with 3’8” doors, and an Area of Refuge. 



MOOD BOARD                                                     



STARTERS — $22
SMOKED BLACK COD W/ CREME FRAICHE
SCALLOP ROE DIP
MARINATED PRAWNS
BOCORONES WITH PICKLED PEPPERS
SALAD HERBS AND LETTUCES
FENNEL AVOCADO SALAD 

VEGETABLES — $16
GRILLED YUBA WITH LEMON AND OLIVE OIL
ROASTED CAULIFLOWER CURRANTS AND HAZELNUT AND SHERRY
CHARRED EGGPLANT WITH SALSA VERDE AND QUESO OAXACA
VEGETABLE TART WITH WARM STRACCIATELLA 
POACHED ARTICHOKES WTITH AOLI 

PASTA & GRAINS — $29
MASSA GNOCCHI WITH ARRABBIATA VERDE AND BOTTARGA
KHORASAN AND LEGUME RISOTTO
FERMENTED CHICKPEAS WITH PICKLED VEGETABLES

MAINS — $32

OYSTERS OF THE DAY 6 $18 12  $36
MASSA GNOCCHI WITH ARRABBIATA VERDE AND BOTTARGA

MARINATED PRAWNS WITH POLENTA
GRILLED SCALLOPS IN THE SHELL WITH LEMON
ROASTED CAULIFLOWER CURRANTS AND HAZELNUT AND SHERRY

CHARRED EGGPLANT WITH SALSA VERDE AND QUESO OAXACA

GRILLED OCTOPUS (GF) SCORCHED CUCUMBER | HERB SALSA

ROASTED CAULIFLOWER HUMMUS (GF) (V) CAULIFLOWER | CHICKPEAS | LEMON CONFIT  
ALMONDS & KALAMANSI CITRUS VINAIGRETTE

CHICKEN LIVERS (GF) PAN-FRIED CHICKEN LIVERS & SESAME SEEDS ALEPPO PEPPER  
POMEGRANATE MOLASSES | MULUKHIYAH 

MO’ HOUSE SALAD (V) OUR TRADITIONAL MOROCCAN SALAD PEPPERS | TOMATOES  
CORIANDER & LEMON VINAIGRETTE

STEAMED LANGOUSTINES WITH KELP, CAULIFLOWER AND BONITO MAYONNAISE. 

RAVIOLI OF MORELS WITH A HINT OF COFFEE, GRATIN OF SWISS CHARD AND SPRING ONION. 

“HOMMAGE TO CINEMAT” BLACK RICE, LOBSTER BISQUE, RED PEPPER, HORESERADISH CREAM. 

78-80 EAST 4TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY, 10003



COCKTAILS & DRINKS 

 COCKTAILS ANDES $15 TANQUERAY NO. TEN GIN, ITALICUS ROSOLIO DI BERGAMOTTO AND GASTRIQUE TOPPED WITH LONDON ESSENCE TONIC WATER 

WIMBLEDON $14 KETEL ONE VODKA WITH ROSE FLOWER WATER, CLARIFIED STRAWBERRY AND AQUAFABA MERENGUE 

MR BANANA $15 RON ZACAPA 23 STIRRED WITH MR BLACK COLD BREW, CAROB AND BANANA 

HACIENDA $14 PATRON SILVER TEQUILA SHAKEN WITH COCCHI ROSA, LACTO FERMENTED PURPLE CARROT, TIO PEPE FINO SHERRY, VIDA MEZCAL, AGAVE NECTAR AND FRESHLY 
SQUEEZED LIME JUICE 

ZEBRA $15 HAVANA CLUB SELECCIÓN DE MAESTROS STIRRED WITH PORCINI CAMPARI, COCCHI DI TORINO VERMOUTH AND MEO NUTMEG ESSENCE 

BELLSHOT $15 ABSOLUT ELYX VODKA MIXED WITH MINUS 8 WINE VINEGAR, MUSHROOM, CELERY AND MISO A DISCRETIONARY SERVICE CHARGE OF 13% WILL BE ADDED TO YOUR BILL

 COCKTAILS SUNFLOWER MARTINI $14 HENDRICK’S GIN STIRRED WITH COCCHI AMERICANO AND NOILLY PRAT DRY VERMOUTH WITH JERUSALEM ARTICHOKES 

GREEN PONY $15 COPPERHEAD GIN WITH FALLEN PONY, LEMON, SPIRULINA & LONDON ESSENCE TONIC WATER 

BARQUISIMETO $14 DIPLOMATICO ANEJO RUM BUILD WITH ROASTED BUCKWHEAT CORDIAL, PIMENTO DRAM AND LAPSANG SOUCHONG KOMBUCHA 

JAPANESE HIGHBALL $15 JAPANESE TOKI WHISKY SERVED FIZZY FROM TAP MIXED WITH ORGEAT AND PEYCHAUD’S BITTERS 

SANTIAGO $15 MATUSALEM GRAN RESERVA RUM 15 YEARS OLD STIRRED WITH MUYU CHINOTTO NERO, COFFEE AROMA AND COCONUT WATER 

MICHAEL & PETER $15 MICHTER’S BOURBON WHISKEY WITH CHESNUT, ANGOSTURA BITTERS AND PECAN NUT A DISCRETIONARY SERVICE CHARGE OF 13% WILL BE ADDED TO YOUR BILL 

COCKTAILS OUR GIMLET $14 OXLEY GIN WITH AGAVE, CASSIA, ORANGE FLOWER WATER 

78-80 EAST 4TH STREET, NEW YORK, NY, 10003



Charalambos 

Nicolaou 
Principal 

 

 
After completing his military service and 

graduating Fordham University’s Business 

School, Harry, together with his father, has been 

operating their family-owned movie theaters. 

 

Cinema Village - the oldest arthouse theater in Manhattan and 2020 award recipient from 

Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation.  

Cinemart - the highest rated movie theater in NYC (if not the country) and the oldest 

cinema in the borough according to the Queens Historical Society. Cinemart was voted 

Best in Boro 2020.  

Alpine - the oldest cinema in all five boroughs which they rescued from permanent 

closure and is now undergoing renovations and restoration of the original architecture.  

Harry also operates Theater Cafe in Queens known for its cozy fire-place in the winter 

and spacious outdoor seating in the summer. The cafe offers a menu inspired by 

European, Mediteranean and American cuisines, a variety of coffees and a full bar. 

 

Harry grew up in his family’s theaters and is passionate about preserving NYC history. 

Inspired by his father’s immigrant story, Harry is determined to make his first business a 

success for many years to come and to one day become a neighborhood institution. 

 

 

 



Lounes Mazouz 
Director of Operations 

 

 
Raised in my family’s restaurants, I grew up 

fascinated by the smells, noises, and people of 

that unique environment. This upbringing 

sparked a passion in me for understanding and 

desire to help food and beverage businesses 

tackle their biggest challenges.  

With my help and the buzz I created, the bar 

doubled its revenues, and Momo’s, the restaurant and cafe that housed it, saw a 30% 

increase in foot traffic.  

 

My passion is at the heart of everything I do and motivates me to make a lasting 

impact on the industry. I look forward to connecting with you and helping you see your 

most ambitious projects come to fruition! 

 
Lounes was born in Paris, France, when his father opened his first restaurant and spent most of his 

upbringing in London, UK. After graduating from the American University in London with a Business 

Administration degree, he worked for his family business and helped open two restaurants in the UAE 

(Dubai and Abu Dhabi). He moved back to London to work for one his family restaurant, Momo’s--one of 

London’s most emblematic restaurants.  

Drawing upon his experience and passion for the industry, he revitalized one of the family’s bars by 

creating a successful new concept— Black Dice--a declining cocktail bar in London. Black Dice was very 

well received by the press, notably a four-page article dedicated on him in “Vogue L’Uomo.” Lounes 

recently graduated from the Master of Management in Hospitality (MMH) at Cornell University’s S.C. 

Johnson College of Business.  

Today his family owns multiple award-winning restaurants and bars across London, Paris, and the UAE, 

such as the world’s most photographed restaurant, Sketch, in London. 
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Proximity Report for Location: May 28, 2020

78 E 4th St, New York, NY, 10003

* This report is for informational purposes only in aid of identifying establishments potentially subject to
    500 and 200 foot rules.  Distances are approximated using industry standard GIS    techniques and do not 
    reflect actual distances between points of entry.  The NYS Liquor Authority makes no representation as
    to the accuracy of the information and disclaims any liability for errors.

Closest Liquor Stores

Name Address Approx. Distance
S & P LIQUOR & WINE CORP 89 2ND AVE 385 ft
ASTOR WINES & SPIRITS INC 399 LAFAYETTE STREET 935 ft
MRN LIQUOR INC 16 SAINT MARKS PL 940 ft
JCCSM INC 45 1ST AVE 1030 ft
ELIZABETH & VINE INC 269 BOWERY 1230 ft
SAKAYA INC 324 E 9TH STREET (WEST STORE) 1325 ft
735 BROADWAY WINES INC 735 BROADWAY 1430 ft

Churches within 500 Feet

Name Approx. Distance

Schools within 500 Feet

Name Address Approx. Distance

On-Premise Licenses within 750 Feet

Name Address Approx. Distance
EAST VILLAGE 4TH STREET CAFE INC 78 80 E 4TH STREET 25 ft
KRAINE INTERNATIONAL INC 85 E 4TH ST 40 ft
KRAINE GALLERY BAR INC 85 E 4TH STREET 55 ft
J B MAX INC 86 E 4TH STREET 70 ft
I LIKE SIT DOWN COMEDY LLC 85 E 4TH ST 105 ft
CJFM LLC 84 E 4TH ST 170 ft
EAST THIRD RESTAURANT CORP 29 E 3RD ST STORE 2 220 ft
MEATH TRAILS INC 61 2ND AVENUE 245 ft
STUDIO CAFFE LLC CHELSEA PIERS  59 2ND LEVEL 260 ft
WATERING HOLE OF 2ND AVE CORP,THE 68 2ND AVENUE 270 ft
BARE CITY TWO LLC 85 2ND AVE 285 ft
LIGHT SIDE CORP 60 2ND AVE. 300 ft
ROSS KELLY INC 237 E 5TH ST 345 ft
355 RESTAURANT GROUP LLC 355 BOWERY 345 ft
TRIM CASTLE CORP 87 2ND AVE AKA 239 E 5TH ST 355 ft
EAST PUB INC 359 361 BOWERY 370 ft
KITCHEN TABLE INC 88B 2ND AVE 385 ft

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geographic_information_system


Name Address Approx. Distance
BOWERY F & B LLC AND E & S HOTEL OWNERS
INC AS MGR

4 E 3RD ST 400 ft

575 PUB ON SECOND INC 93 2ND AVE 435 ft
DAK 92 SECOND AVE CORP 92 2ND AVENUE 440 ft
BOWERY TIME LLC AND AGUILA & SOL LLC AS
MANAGER

354 356 BOWERY 445 ft

THE BOWERY HOTEL LLC 335 BOWERY AKA 4 E 3RD ST 455 ft
BOONSRI INC 95 2ND AVE 455 ft
88 2ND AVE FOOD CORP 88 2ND AVE 460 ft
POINT JUDITH LLC 96 2ND AVENUE 475 ft
WREN NEW YORK LLC, THE 344 BOWERY 480 ft
LOCAL 92 INC 92 2ND AVE NORTH STORE 485 ft
SCRATCHER CAFE INC,THE 209 EAST 5TH ST 500 ft
PAPI LUIS CORP 32 E 2ND STREET 500 ft
CALEXICO CINCO LLC 99 2ND AVE 500 ft
PASTA SHOP LLC 325 BOWERY 510 ft
BOWERY TECH RESTAURANT LLC 327 BOWERY 535 ft
GARDEN CAFE ASSOC LP SULCATA CORP GP &
3LPS

40 EAST 4TH ST 535 ft

MARLINSPIKE HALL LLC 54 GREAT JONES ST 550 ft
SECOND STREET RESTAURANT LLC 29 E 2ND ST 585 ft
KO EP LLC 8 EXTRA PL 605 ft
KISSAKI OMAKASE LLC 319 BOWERY 620 ft
MORARS LLC 36 E 4TH ST 620 ft
BYTELOGICS INC 304 E 6TH ST 625 ft
BRICKLANE CURRY HOUSE INC 306 308 E 6TH ST 640 ft
FUN HAT LLC 308 E 6TH ST 650 ft
COOPER AB LLC 25 33 COOPER SQ 670 ft
J F JONES INC 54 GREAT JONES STREET 685 ft
55 BOND STREET LLC 55 BOND ST 725 ft
PLAY EARTH INC 57 GREAT JONES STREET 730 ft
REINS INTERNATIONAL NEW YORK INC 34 COOPER SQUARE 730 ft

Pending Licenses within 750 Feet

Name Address Approx. Distance
HORSE TRADE MANAGEMENT GROUP 85 E 4TH ST 40 ft
TED ARTO INC 78 80 E 4TH ST 105 ft
JADEITE HOSPITALITY GROUP LLC 87 E 4TH ST 125 ft
ROMI RIPA LLC 75 2ND AVE 235 ft
GOLDEN WINGS 786 LLC 77 2ND AVE 250 ft
BOWERY SUSHI LLC 342 BOWERY 525 ft
GINO SORBILLO LLC 334 BOWERY 560 ft
AMIGO BY NAI LLC 29 2ND AVE 680 ft



Unmapped licenses within zipcode of report location

Name Address


